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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1856 Excerpt: .blocks of which the pyramid of Cheops is composed are roughly
squared, but built in regular courses, varying from 2 feet 2 inches to 4 feet 10 inches in thickness, the joints
being properly broken throughout. The stone used for casing the exterior, and for the lining of the chambers
and passages, were obtained from the Gebel Mokattam, on the Arabian side of the valley of the Nile; it is a
compact limestone, called by geologists swine-stone, or stink-stone, from emitting, when struck, a fetid odour,
whereas the rocks on the Libyan side of the valley, where the pyramids stand, are of a loose granulated texture,
abounding witli marine fossils, and, consequently, unfit for fine work, and liable to decay. The mortar used for
the casing and for lining the passages was composed entirely of lime; but that in the body of the pyramid was
compounded of ground red brick, gravel, Nile-earth, and crushed granite, or of calcareous stone and lime, and
in some places a grout, or liquid mortar, of desert sand and gravel only has been used. It is worthy of especial
notice that the joints of the casing-stones, which were discovered at the base of the northern front, as also in
the passages, are Bo fine as scarcely to be perceptible. The casing-stones, roughly cut out to the required angle,
were built in horizontal layers, corresponding with the courses of the pyramid itself, and afterwards finished, as
to their outer surface, according to...
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