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AVALONIA, United Kingdom, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 242 x 168 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book. Thracian Magic: past present is a phenomenal volume of work by the Bulgarian author Georgi
Mishev, which opens up the treasure trove of folklore and magical practices of the Balkan Peninsula into the
English language for the first time. The author examines the magical practices of modern day Bulgaria and the
surrounding Balkan countries, tracing them to their roots in the ritual traditions of Thrace and the Mystery
Cults of the ancient world. The ritual practices of the Thracians survived through Christian and other overlays
for many centuries in Balkan communities through into modern Bulgaria, carried by successive generations of
practitioners. Evidence for the antiquity of these modern survivals can be found in numerous ancient literary
sources, including the Hittite ritual texts, the Greek Magical Papyri, the Orphic Argonautica, the Derweni
Papyrus, as well as in the writings of Homer, Plato, Strabo and others. Further clues are found in curse tablets
and other archaeological finds. The transmission of the ancient mysteries through Orpheus, Musaeus,
Eumolpus, Zalmoxis, Rhesus, the Thracian Prophetess of Dionysos and the nymph Thrake are all considered in
turn, to help demonstrate the distinctive flavour found in the practices of the region. Likewise the ways in which
secret knowledge was preserved, as well as the roles of both the Healer and the Magician in Bulgarian
traditional culture shed additional light on the diversity and depth to be found in the research presented in this
volume. The importance and survival of the Great Goddess in the practices and beliefs of the region is explored
in the final chapter of the book, Concepts Of The Goddess . Here the reader is introduced to the roles of
goddesses such as Hekate, Artemis and...
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