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very year he attacked Austria, then ruled by the young Maria Theresa, and seized the province of Silesia. This
province caused another war in 1756, the great Seven Years War. It involved nearly all Europe, and the fighting
extended to India and America. At the cost of tremendous expenditures of men, Frederick finally triumphed.
Frederick, as Macaulay said, was a man without fear, without faith, and without mercy. He once said Take what
you can; you are never wrong unless you are obliged to give back. This unscrupulous policy laid the foundation
of modern Germany. William II., like nearly every other Hohenzollern prince, wished to rival Frederick the Great
by some successful war. To give Germany what the Kaiser called a place in the sun meant increased colonial
possessions, more commerce, and greater international influence for Germany. He dreamed of a world empire,
ruled by his sword. Another teacher of German world-empire was Heinrich von Treitschke, who from 1874 to
1896 was professor of history in the University of Berlin. By his lectures and his writings he taught that the state
was not bound by the moral laws that applied to individuals; hence treaties had no real meaning when there
was a chance of a victorious war that would give Germany more territory. General Bernhardi in his book called
Germany and the Next War, which was published in 1911, showed German ambitions, boldly saying, We must
not hold back in the hard struggle for the sovereignty of the world. The teachings of these leaders caused the
German people to adopt the idea that it was...
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