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the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Gentlemen, - As chairman of your delegation to the convention of our
General Society in Cincinnati, October 12, 1897, held to consider the report of the Joint Committee of
Conference on Basis of Union, with reference to the proposed consolidation of the Sons of the Revolution and
the Sons of the American Revolution, it is incumbent upon me to report to you the action of that convention, so
far, at least, as it concerns an important decision to be made by you in the immediate future. The main result
arrived at by this Cincinnati convention was adoption of a constitution for a third new Society, the Society of
the American Revolution, to take effect when ratified by a majority of the State Societies of each National
Society, and thereafter to be binding on the minority of these State Societies, whether ratified by them or not.
This absolute authority of the new constitution over all the State Societies, if once ratified by a bare majority of
them, was asserted in the strongest terms in the convention, and contradicted by no one who advocated that
constitution. It was all in vain that Judge Harden, of Georgia, appealed to the great precedent of the United
States, in the adoption of our national Constitution: The thirteen states called their convention, and they sent
delegates to that convention for the purpose of establishing a constitution for the government of the thirteen
States represented by their delegates. They met, and they promulgated a constitution, and said, this
constitution shall take effect when ratified by nine of the thirteen,...
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