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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In order for the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) to respond to evolving national
and global priorities, it must periodically reflect on, and optimize, its strategic directions. This report is the first
comprehensive science strategy since the early 1990s to examine critically major USGS science goals and
priorities. The development of this science strategy comes at a time of global trends and rapidly evolving
societal needs that pose important natural-science challenges. The emergence of a global economy aJects the
demand for all resources. The last decade has witnessed the emergence of a new model for managing Federal
lands-ecosystem-based management. The U.S. Climate Change Science Program predicts that the next few
decades will see rapid changes in the Nation s and the Earth s environment. Finally, the natural environment
continues to pose risks to society in the form of volcanoes, earthquakes, wildland fires, floods, droughts,
invasive species, variable and changing climate, and natural and anthropogenic toxins, as well as animal-
borne diseases that aJect humans. The use of, and competition for, natural resources on the global scale, and
natural threats to those resources, has the potential to impact the Nation s ability to sustain its economy,
national security, quality of life, and natural environment. Responding to these national priorities and global
trends requires a science strategy that not only builds on existing USGS strengths and partnerships but also
demands the innovation made possible by integrating the full breadth and depth of USGS capabilities.
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