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encouragement and support. But encouragement and support in what? In its investigation of the charges of
cruelty and torture publicly brought against American soldiers in the Philippine Islands. On the ninth of
February last, the Secretary of War received at the hands of Governor Taft a report from Governor Gardner.
This report contained serious charges against the humanity of officers and soldiers. Ten days after the
reception of this report, Mr. Root forwarded to the Commander-in-Chief of our Army in the Philippines an order
that the charges should be fully and impartially investigated, and the machinery of discipline set in order at
once. This was followed by a series of telegrams and letters to the same effect. We are here tonight to
encourage and support the Secretary of War in his enforcement of that order. Very recently the President of the
United States has, in the moat unqualified and explicit terms, publicly expressed his determination to discover
and to punish all cases of barbarity committed by our soldiers in the Philippine Islands. We are here to express
our deep gratitude to the President for this letter, and to express to him our admiration and sympathy, and no
less our confidence that he will carry out fearlessly the promise of that letter. We who are to speak are
Republicans and Democrats, Imperialists and Anti-Imperialists, hopelessly divided in our conception of what
should be the...
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