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From the Saddle-Bags of Drs; Franklin and Jefferson, Revised and Amended for the Use of Modern Politico,
Theologico, Valetudinarians They that are whole have no need of the Physician but they that are sick. Shall not
uncircumcision, which is by nature, if it fulfill the Law, reprove that which is by Circumcision, if it transgress the
Law? In considering the development of human intelligence, in its different spheres of activity, from its infancy
to the present day, there will be discovered a great fundamental principle or law, to which it is subjected, by an
invariable necessity, and which is established by rational proof derived from a knowledge of our organization,
as well as from an attentive examination of the past history of the human family. This principle or law is thus
briefly declared: Every principal-conception of man, in every branch of knowledge, passes successively through
three different stages of theory - the first of which is the theological or fictitious stage; the second, the
metaphysical or abstract; the third, the scientific or positive stage. In other words, the human mind naturally
employs, in all its researches, three successive methods of philosophy, each radically opposed to the other in its
essential character, the first of which methods is the theological; the second the metaphysical, and the third the
positive or scientific method. Hence we have derived three distinct systems of conception, upon all subjects of
human knowledge, which mutually destroy each other. The first is the necessary starting point of human
intelligence; the second the transition stage, and the third the aim and end of human inquiry, the positive
state...
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