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illustrated. 1846. Excerpt: . . . LETTER XCVII. Princess Mary to Secretary Cromwell, A. d. 1536. cotton, Ms.
Appendix xxix. Fol. 66 b. Holograph, much burnt, Supplied From Smith Ms. No. 68, Fol. 27, BODLEIAN LIBRARY. ,
(, The period at which the following series of letters commences is that of the contests between Mary and her
father and his council, who long and vainly strove to induce her to acknowledge her own illegitimacy by
surrendering the title of princess. At the period in question, this title was generally conceded to the lawful
daughter of a king. It was enjoyed by all the daughters of Edward IV. The youngest of these, Catherine countess
of Devon, always assumes this style in her official documents (some of which are still in existence) during the
early part of Henry VIIl. s reign. It was not, therefore, as has been sometimes supposed, merely because the title
implied that she was heiress to the throne that Mary clung to it with such undaunted pertinacity, but because its
relinquishment would reflect on her own birth and the honour of her mother. That she thus viewed the subject
appears, too, from the following passage in one of her letters to the king, remonstrating against a letter sent to
her in which the title of princess was omitted, -- At which, she says, | could not a little marvel, trusting verily that
your grace was not privy to the same letter, as concerning the leaving out of the...
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