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illustrated. 1904 Excerpt: . . . to do any good. I say this is inexcusable. I think it is a good thing to call the
attention of the general profession to this matter. The more conscientious of the internists will realize the value
of surgical exploration for diagnostic purposes in such doubtful cases. Dr. Geo. Childs MacDonald: I believe
what Dr. Huntington has said is true. I certainly think that incision should be made earlier. Early incisions do not
do any harm, but if the case is put oD until the man is nearly gone, the end will probably have been hastened. I
have opened several abdomens in which I have found cancer where it not only involved the stomach, but also
the transverse colon. In these cases there was very little to be felt from the outside, or any indication that the
disease was so extensive as it proved to be. Dr. Kreutzmann. discussing the paper read by Dr. Huntington, said: I
think that the points taken by Dr. Huntington and Dr. Barbat should be known among the profession. An
incision, looked upon from the standpoint of the surgeon, is nothing more than an extension of the
examination. In the hands of an exnerienccd surgeon. I do not consider the incision--opening the abdominal
cavity--any more dangerous than vaccination. Such an incision is made under the strictest aseptic precautions,
whereas vaccination is frequently made without paying proper attention to asepsis, besides some foreign body
in the virus is inoculated into the system....
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